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we went through in the 2001, 2002, 2003 Sessions, the cu t s we
made and so on We have that knowledge; it's going to leave.
This new body that's elected in 2006, th e 20 what ever it is
senator s t h a t come i n t he n , d on ' t h a v e t h a t l u x u r y o f sa y i ng
w e' ve worked our way through this. And I think there's way t o o
much comfort in them coming in and saying we have the tax rate
set at 5.5 percent, we don't have to do this or examine that. I
think we need to apply that pressure to them of pain, if t h a t' s
what you want to call it. There would be way too much mischief
i nvo l v e d i f t h e y s i mp l y j u s t r o d e i n t o t own a nd ha d t h i s i n
front of them and these extra millions of dollars to reinstitute
things. They have not gone through the process we have this
session or prior sessions getting where we are and w o r king ou r
way through t h is. That ' s why I think it's good policy. And
it's not politics to me. I t's policy we' re talking about h ere
to have them examine what they have to do in 2007 to keep the
budget in line and not automatically reinstate some of the tough
cuts that we have made. S imply saying here's the money, do with
i t a s y o u p l e a se , t h e y d o n ' t ha v e t h a t ba c k g r ound , i nst i t u t i on a l
knowledge, that we' ve developed over the years here. I want to
c la r i f y so me t h i ng t o o t h at wa s b r ou g h t u p be f o r e by Se n a t o r
Kremer. The Highway Trust Pund money, if we do n't su nset the
half - c en t sal es t ax t hat ' s goi n g t o t he G e ne ra l P und ou t o f t he
Highway Trust Pund right now, it's been revised upward from
$22.1 mi l l i on t o $26.8 mi l l i o n, ac t ua l l y i s wh a t t he f i gu r e I
have here, $26.8 million. The difference i n the $5 mi l l i o n
there roughly is the operative d ate of when that transfer
begins . Or i g i nal l y , t he f i s ca l not e sai d i t woul d beg i n
J anuary 1 o f 2 0 04 . Th e b i l l , L B 7 5 9 , t h e op e r a t i v e d a t e i s
October 1 of 2003, and that's about $5 million difference. So
t ha t ' s a no t h e r $5 mi l l i o n t h a t ' s g o i n g t o g o f r om t h e Hi g h wa y
Trust Pund to the General Pund in LB 759. Back to the ma in
debate t hou gh , whe t h e r t hi s i s go o d p o l i cy o r no t , I s i mp l y am
g oing t o r e p e at t h a t I d o n ' t t h i nk we owe i t t o t h a t n e w
L egislature coming in in 2007 to have th is lux ury, th is
increased tax rate, just simply set in front of t h em. If it
weren't for te rm lim its I'd say fine. If they didn't exist,
f i ne , w e ' d h a ve t h a t i n d i v i du a l k no wl ed g e , t h e p a i n a n d t h e
discussions we' ve had to get where we are today. I j ust think
it would cause way too much mischief to say, here's the m one y,
do as it what you please. I, for one, would like to hold them
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